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Insurers welcome IRDAI directive, which will provide quality medical care to patients
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Mental illness will now be included in medical insurance covers, which will help patients get quality medical care without creating a �nancial

burden.

“Every insurer shall make provision for medical insurance for the treatment of mental illness on the same basis as is available for the

treatment of physical illness,” said insurance regulator Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI).

The move follows the enactment of the Mental Healthcare Act, 2017, which came into force on May 29.

As the name suggests, the Act provides for mental healthcare and services for persons with mental illness, and also to protect, promote and

ful�l the rights of such persons during the delivery of mental healthcare and services. It has mandated medical insurance for such illnesses.

At present, most medical insurance packages do not provide cover for such ailments. Some insurers have now introduced plans for unrelated

conditions such as autism in children.

Insurers believe that the IRDAI directive will provide quality medical care to such patients and also remove the stigma from treatment.

However, its inclusion could have an impact on premium costs. “It is very dif�cult to undertake an estimate at present. If there is a signi�cant

increase in the number and amount of claims and add to the portfolio losses, then obviously the premium will increase,” said Sanjay Dutta,

Chief of underwriting and claims at ICICI Lombard.

“Mental health insurance is a move in the right direction by the IRDAI as it will help people suffering from such illness by bringing them at par

with any other illness, thereby offering them equality in every respect,” said S Prakash, COO, Star Health and Allied Insurance.

He pointed out that mental health affects young people in the age group of 18 and 35 years with women often more affected than men.

Depression, phobias
Insurers also said that the medical insurance would include all doctor-certi�ed ailments, but is unlikely to cover counselling for depression or

phobias. “Insurers will act on this directive. But all of it is a new area for us,” said another executive.

According to the Act, “mental illness” means a substantial disorder of thinking, mood, perception, orientation or memory that grossly impairs

judgement, behaviour, capacity to recognise reality or ability to meet the ordinary demands of life, as well as mental conditions associated

with the abuse of alcohol and drugs. It, however, does not include mental retardation, which is a condition of arrested or incomplete

development of the mind of a person, specially characterised by subnormality of intelligence.

Published on August 17, 2018



Get more of your favourite news delivered to your inbox

TOPICS IRDA  medical insurance

Previous Story
SBI Life bets big on protection policies

Next Story
Expedite settlement of claims related to Kerala floods: IRDAI

Email Subscribe

Promoted Content

More From The Hindu Business Line

Washington: the lively, chic and friendly
Capital
Air France

PREVENT MOSQUITO PROBLEMS WITH
THIS…
blog.adogadgets.com

Fantasy Football 2018 | Ranking All 32 NFL
Starting Running Backs
New Arena

Recommended by

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/topic/irda
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/topic/medical-insurance
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/money-and-banking/sbi-life-bets-big-on-protection-policies/article24718705.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/money-and-banking/expedite-settlement-of-claims-related-to-kerala-floods-irdai/article24718711.ece
https://nym1-ib.adnxs.com/click?LziDv18s-j9sC_F-0x_2PwAAACCuRwtAZE_VGexJ9z8-BcB4Bo37P-emw0d1G_4bjK3LoikW1QFB7ndbAAAAADJXqgCtHQAAUQoAAAIAAAByHY0GHzwTAAAAAABVU0QAVVNEAAEAAQC2GgAAAAABAgUCAAAAALoAgyHVHgAAAAA./pp=0.1829779/cnd=%21mg19Egj7k4AKEPK6tDQYn_hMIAAoADoJTllNMjozNjIwSY-qJoi6D-w_/cca=MjY0MSNOWU0yOjM2MjA=/bn=73481/referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindubusinessline.com%2Fnews%2Fworld%2Fchinas-advanced-hypersonic-missile-threat-to-india-us-japan-report%2Farticle10008894.ece/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.airfrance.in%2Ftravel-guide%2Fwashington%3Futm_medium%3Ddisplay_nativeads_inspirational%26utm_source%3Drtboutbrain%26utm_campaign%3DstructWAS082018%26ESV_market%3DIN%26utm_content%3Ddesti&obOrigUrl=true
https://adoclk.com/www/delivery/clk.php?zoneid=757865&pub_clickid=$ob_click_id$&pub_siteid=0013fea13ca26a93b5267496a91375d6e3|00b02ced0241eabab3a5a1ad26a9ea9c7b|$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
http://newarena.com/nfl/ranking-all-32-nfl-starting-running-backs-from-worst-to-best/?amxr=obdt&utm_source=ob_ae&utm_medium=basketball_pro&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_content=Fantasy+Football+2018+%7C+Ranking+All+32+NFL+Starting+Running+Backs&utm_campaign=ob_jc_dt_nfl_1819rb1&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en


Sonali Bendre diagnosed with “high grade”
cancer

More than a four-letter word The man behind India’s Iron Lady

Smitha Crishna, Roshni Nadar top India’s
richest women list

Corporate India mourns the passing of a
business-friendly leader

Dilip Buildcon’s Q1 net doubles to ₹255
crore

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/variety/sonali-bendre-diagnosed-with-high-grade-cancer/article24329320.ece?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/blink/watch/lust-stories-not-just-a-four-letter-word/article24230019.ece?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/books/the-man-behind-indias-iron-lady/article24305457.ece?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/smitha-crishna-roshni-nadar-top-indias-richest-women-list/article24681398.ece?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/corporate-india-mourns-the-passing-of-a-business-friendly-leader/article24626343.ece?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/dilip-buildcons-q1-net-doubles-to-255-crore/article24692681.ece?obOrigUrl=true


MORE FROM BUSINESSLINE

A white elephant in the making The dark side of Croatia’s soccer ‘soft
power’

‘Be prepared for heightened volatility in
2018’

GST: Money transported in cash-carrying vans is not ‘goods’, rules Appellate Authority

Decides against giving input tax credit on purchase of such vehicles

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/a-white-elephant-in-the-making/article24584314.ece?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/the-cheat-sheet/the-dark-side-of-croatias-soccer-soft-power/article24453404.ece?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/markets/be-prepared-for-heightened-volatility-in-2018/article24342349.ece?obOrigUrl=true


Atalji, the quintessential gentleman – How he made a difference

Atalji’s demise is referred to by many as the end of an era. I, however, consider it the continuation of the era of which he laid the
foundation. His political journey shaped his ideology. His convict

Modi in Kerala; Left, Cong want ‘national disaster’ label

Parties say it will help State access more funds, defence equipment; BJP says no such tag exists



0 comments Recommend

Write a comment

1000

or

I agree with Vuukle's Privacy Policy

TALK OF THE TOWN 🔥

Income of farm households 23% higher than non-farm India bans pet coke import for use as fuel

0

Name

Email

POST

Now Watch TIK TIK TIK
only on Sun NXT

Read more

Girl Lost 12 Kg In 2 Weeks
- Here's What She Ate And
Drank.

Read more

1 Tip to Lose 15 Kgs Fast
(Mumbai Doctors Want It
Banned)

Read more

https://docs.vuukle.com/privacy-and-policy/
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=thehindubusinessline.com&uri=https://thehindubusinessline.com/economy/income-of-farm-households-23-higher-than-non-farm-homes-nabard-survey/article24703915.ece
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=thehindubusinessline.com&uri=https://thehindubusinessline.com/markets/commodities/india-bans-pet-coke-import-for-use-as-fuel/article24716341.ece
https://adgebra.co.in/Tracker/ClickTracker?p1=58838&p2=1647&token=32718081808185&p3=&p4=${flag}&slotId=1&templateId=589&pnStatus=${pnStatus}&pnReferUrl=${pnReferUrl}&p5=${url}&isIframe=true&referurl=vuukle-thehindubusinessline.com
https://adgebra.co.in/Tracker/ClickTracker?p1=59466&p2=1647&token=32718081808185&p3=&p4=${flag}&slotId=1&templateId=589&pnStatus=${pnStatus}&pnReferUrl=${pnReferUrl}&p5=${url}&isIframe=true&referurl=vuukle-thehindubusinessline.com
https://adgebra.co.in/Tracker/ClickTracker?p1=59028&p2=1647&token=32718081808185&p3=&p4=${flag}&slotId=1&templateId=589&pnStatus=${pnStatus}&pnReferUrl=${pnReferUrl}&p5=${url}&isIframe=true&referurl=vuukle-thehindubusinessline.com


1. Comments will be moderated by The Hindu Business Line editorial team.
2. Comments that are abusive, personal, incendiary or irrelevant cannot be published.

homes:...
2 comments

1 comment

Japan to get interest forever on low-cost funds
extended...

1 comment

Rains lash Kerala again; water level at river Periyar...
1 comment

Health Ministry publishes draft on standards for
medical devices

1 comment

A leader for the ages – ahead of his...
1 comment

Show more articles

Vuukle

https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=thehindubusinessline.com&uri=https://thehindubusinessline.com/economy/income-of-farm-households-23-higher-than-non-farm-homes-nabard-survey/article24703915.ece
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=thehindubusinessline.com&uri=https://thehindubusinessline.com/markets/commodities/india-bans-pet-coke-import-for-use-as-fuel/article24716341.ece
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=thehindubusinessline.com&uri=https://thehindubusinessline.com/economy/japan-to-get-interest-forever-on-low-cost-funds-extended-to-the-railways/article24708502.ece
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=thehindubusinessline.com&uri=https://thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/rains-lash-kerala-again-water-level-at-river-periyar-may-rise-further/article24704631.ece
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=thehindubusinessline.com&uri=https://thehindubusinessline.com/economy/policy/health-ministry-publishes-draft-on-standards-for-medical-devices/article24697860.ece
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=thehindubusinessline.com&uri=https://thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/a-leader-for-the-ages-ahead-of-his-times/article24709082.ece
https://vuukle.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvh0n8zzc19xxdz5d8HL5LPxF333f6uf__HJbiec2oc8OKkUrD1LQzLJ5YCB4UUWYUFPFs1eojx6loV1AlYVtaB9wgINWfCjEWj1th6IXZeCG8WVG-M6yIXuBJu3ZF_63-_Rg8o2_HtsAyg7gjbina2N1-oMkPtMkuRVWjTI_HregTv44iHLKTWtXeZ_ZIndlStlI7pUQZlpZ10qj7DwbGCO0_M4r-xWYvKnQeAtbOrnITAfwNQnbeOhTl8MpZYObL_EkfgWHxh-NRO9pE_rPvQmQk531BNfvgl0VoH49qXxa4kY4FTjw1l1a6b_GYY2QmBbpX0k9ZEoZAIS3xf_2lji-X6m4sJZn2IShhMWMV4TLensG-7qNYetcEsMl8Lt80jLD36RpFlaxoRgBbqgIDYgZDWxSb8_ilb5kPOkSsGo2C8FR8WhX96oCjHP8W2atU72_InzAKAjO4vygmHwkQVleTbgH9d65VOb_CqYN1AtgonCFGTWJjY7K23JLkB_QKyFYBT8a8KtlhY06DKArcXbH6KStTIG7r32rMnh-49XruDNvImdomlKCCrT3so-prWghFLivXnw7zL1k-183GOFBz4uDKQe5rsu3HqZd3IhZ7D6qiVa9qjXDmnT-M5tabO09cE2YziGuQHihIpRs-vNbrKv5LvoFa1MhaGBNSWfQIr5Bysa1h_UTtv0TEbtxnJnKsyOnPRAZZSKvubFnABULEcfWTkQiJBtuJTT-DvDKxydOVsviYyiLfxea_xmO-HSyPF1tDX0PETSIQw1Plap77ypdhQwIZW6-AYjx3HI5jLATEofmE_fcx43nzAPlCWZS69W96xO-xIAMOrh1g849XQZfAElAM5CBzl1FWBQCA7zEcw-d55mGX81lj8R3hLd3YqNlaTMHT8ViGgMYrxzd_vwT-FIIG86O0zwLB32USgee4dD7wGmLVq909fLWA0W8Nm34jnGw&sai=AMfl-YR4ckGD45THT6Ctqqq63UJmNKyBu28LxjvHirMy1LLHuh13ShOr6Zgkmy0tzrCq359hYGs-umFqG6Arw3jI2Iv5TQaFPrJY9YIuMWqWPYu1nz59Psh4g31cNetSFStkyDycdSQdzJare6rGCsiOpLM8_WT7BteZQMd4x3Ld&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFm-IvuFUwK8&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.iciciprulife.com/pwa/term-insurance-plans/iprotect-smart-term-insurance-calculator.html%3FUID%3D7289%26utm_source%3DDBM%26utm_medium%3DDisplay%26utm_campaign%3DNewIPSKeywords%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D%26cid%3DDisplay:DBM:RX:Banner:DM:iPS:keywords:1cr::Eng::7289:cpm:::%26dclid%3D%25edclid!


3. Please write complete sentences. Do not type comments in all capital letters, or in all lower case letters, or using abbreviated text. (example: u cannot
substitute for you, d is not 'the', n is not 'and').

4. We may remove hyperlinks within comments.
5. Please use a genuine email ID and provide your name, to avoid rejection.


